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A Treatise on the Idea of University
—The thought of I. Kant and W. von Humboldt as a clue to it —
Mutsuo Hiro*

Every university as an institution should have an Idea as a fundamental principle. Looking over the
existing universities in Japan, we can hardly say that we are clearly conscious of the idea of our own uni-
versities, or that we have given enough reflection on them to make the university function as a University in
itself. If the University is established on the base of human reason, we need constantly to get down to its
fundamental principle, and to reconsider it critically. As a device for that, in this paper I intended to study
Modern German Idealism, especially W. von Humboldt’s Idea of University and the transcendental philoso-
phy of I. Kant. The reasons for considering these are as follows: 1) von Humboldt and Kant are the first
scholars to explicitly expound the Idea of University in the modern sense of the term. 2) At the end of the
last century, their works had a strong influence on the establishment of Japanese universities. 3) Their
ideas are in marked contrast with the pragmatistic Ideas now in prevalance.

In the second chapter of this paper, I tried to sum up the main thought of Humboidt from the view-
point of the tensive relation between various conflicting and confronting moments. These opposing mo-
ments are those of the school and the university, students and professors, learning and studying, knowledge
and spirit, etc. But the most important and pressing of these is the relation between the university and the
nation, or the society. Humboldt’s opinion was, that for the pure function of the university the state of
affairs proceeded more smoothly without the nation. But on the other hand, it is only in the sense of this
tensive relation, I argued, that the reflection upon the basic Idea would be advanced. Humboldt’s Idea
put exclusive stress upon the role of human reason, this being derived from the main thought of German
Idealism. ‘So I tried, in the third chapter, to clarify the connection between Humboldt’s thought and
Kantian philosophy. The points converged at Kantian dualism and its derivative, that is, the intelligible
world. From this dualism, the formalistic character of Kant/Humboldt’s thought could be explicated. But
here we should fully recognize the dual significance of their formalism.

In the final chapter, a new Idea of University in a pseudo-Kantian form was proposed . Even though
it may seem indeed formalistic, it must nevertheless be seen as the starting point for consideration of the

Idea of University. The proposed principle is: At all times, the chance and the field for a reconsideration
and self-critique of the own Idea should be secured.

Another topic of this paper was the problem of Freedom of and in the University. It can conclusively
be stated that freedom fades away without the successive efforts of self-reflection. So this principle be-
comes at the same time a principle for guaranteeing the freedom of the University, though as a sine qua

non.

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Letters, Hiroshima University






