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The Concept of the Community College in the United States

Nobuo MAKINO*

Central to the development of community colleges in the U.S. was the Report of the President’s Com-
mission on Higher Education (1946—47).

This report pointed out the necessities of expanding the opportunities for higher education, and estab-
lishing people’s colleges or opportunity colleges for equal opportunity in higher education. It advocated
the philosophy of community-centeredness, and community colleges responding to community needs. It
also established open-admission and low or no-tuition policies.

The purpose of this article is to trace some of the ideas and thoughts and important reports and laws
that influenced and led to the development of the community college in the U.S. after World War II.

Specifically, the major ideas and thoughts of such educators as B. Brownell (1952), W.M. Birenbaum
(1969), J.F. Gollatscheck, E.L. Harlacher et al (1976), E.J. Gleazer (1974, 1980) will be examined. Four
further reports including the President’s Committee on Education Beyond the High School (1957), NE A
Educational Policies Commission (1964), The Carnegie Commission on Higher Education (1970) and the
A A CJC (1974) will be discussed.

Additionally, implications of The Higher Education Act of 1965, and The Vocational Education Act
(1963, and amendments of 1968, 1972) on the development of Community Colleges in the U.S. will be
discussed.

In summary, the article concludes that the development of the community college in the U.S. was
supported by the people’s belief in educational opportunity based on the traditions of American democracy;
excellent political and governmental leadership in education; the people’s strong orientation toward legisla-
tion; marketing principles based on the community’s needs ana the adaptability of higher education institu-
tions. All of the above factors served to provide evidence of the close, interrelated and unique relationship

between college and community.

* Professor, Faculty of Literature, Japan Women’s University



