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Principles of Curriculum innovations

— mainly at college levels —

Fujio IKADO*

A Popular principle of American college curriculum always expects any curriculum program to respond
to those two purposes of college education, apparently conflicting each other, ----- namely, both to academic
integration of all the disciplines in teaching and to the diversity of learners’ needs. We, also, observe that
those conflicting purposes of college teaching in the United States have long been fructified into that popu-

lar, student-oriented teaching system in terms of the major-minor optional system now well-established

In this essay, we make a sincere endeavor in examining to what extent the present system of higher edu-
cation in Japan have been influenced by this well-known American principle of college curriculum and how
much it has been frustrated in its plans of applying this principle to some experimental attempts of recon-
structing and reorganizing its own traditional curriculum programs in the historical course of the develop-
ment of the Shinsei-daigaku, the new American-oriented system of higher education at college levels in the

post-war Japan.

* Professor, University of Tsukuba






