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Regional and Ethnic Differences in Access to Higher Education

in the Soviet Union
Yuji MATSUNAGA*

The' author has already made it clear that in the Soviet Union, Children from higher-status families
still have a greater advantage in access to higher education than those from lower-status families (“‘Class
Structure and Access to Higher Education in the Soviet Union” in DAIGAKU RONSHUU, 1982, No 11,
pp. 45-63).

This paper deals with the same theme as the foregoing paper and is a sequel to it. In this paper, based
on some relevant indices, the problem of different access to higher education among regions and ethnic
groups is investigated.

The findings are as follows.

(1) As to regional differences in access to higher education, in the Russian, Lithuanian and Armenian Re-
publics the opportunity to enter higher educational institutions is relatively higher than in the Mordavian

Mol T al oy N1 Ao L1 1 M1 1 1 La o PRSI B 7 0P L 5 TSR I (L I Y P -
NCpuUbLUC dliu Uic LCIIldl ASIdII IC€PUDIICS suchl as 1adznik, 1UIKITCIl did NIIgIS RepudlICs. MIOIeover

this structure of regional differences can be observed longitudinally too.
(2) As to ethnic differences in access to higher education, Georgians, Kazakhs, Lithuanians and Russians
have greater advangates in access to higher education in comparison to Mordavians, Tadzhiks and Turk-
mens.
(3) The structure of regional differences in access to higher education tends to be in accordance with that
of ethnic differences.
(4) The factors which I think contribute to regional and /or ethnic differences in access to higher educa-
tion are summarized as follows.
(a) The extraordinary high birth rates in the Central Asian republics.
(b) Underdevelopment of vocational and technical education in these republics.
(c) Economic function of these republics being agricultural sectors and the concomitant problem of
a surplus labor force in this area.
(d) Different educational levels of ethnic groups and their cultural traditions.
(e) Different living conditions of ethnic groups (espesially rural or urban inhatants).
(f) The ethnic and language policy of the Soviet government. Factor(d) to (f) are relevant to ethnic
differences.
In sum the solution of the problem will greatly depend on the economic policy, especially labor-

force allocation policy and ethnic/language policy of the Soviet government.
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