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The History of Education at Sapporo Agricultural College

with Emphasis on Liberal Education
Masao SEKI*

The Sapporo Agricultural College(S.A.C.) was founded in Hokkaido in 1876 by a Colonial Department
called “Kaitakushi”. William S. Clark who had been the president of Massachusetts Agricultural College
(M.A.C.) in U.S.A. took up the president’s post at S.A.C.. And he educated many students in cooperation
with foreign teachers from M. A.C. and Japanese teachers.

It was well-known that there were many distinguished persons among the graduates at S.A.C..
Kanzo Uchimura and Inazo Nitobe were among the most famous graduates of S. A. C.. Uchimura wrote
a book entitled of “How I became A Christian” in English. This book was translated in European count-
ries and Japan, and was read by many knowledgeable people around the world. He was also known for
his pacificist views as a Christian. Nitobe became a professor of Tokyo Imperial University and worked
as the Secretary of the League of Nations from 1920 to 1926. These men madeefforts in developing
world peace during the Meiji, Taisho and early Showa period (1890—1930).

They also taught many students of Tokyo Imperial University about “God” and “How to live correct-

’”

ly”.
president of the University of Tokyo after World War 1I. Tadao Yanaihara was the second president of

Many of their students became brilliant scholars. For example, Shigeru Nambara became the first

this university. Nambara and Yanaihara were wellknown as distinguished thinkers and representatives of
good sense in Japan since World War II.

The main object of this paper is to investigate the educational characteristics of S.A.C. which influenc-
ed the great men mentioned above. Therefore, we will discuss the educational plans, the curriculum and
the extra-curricular activities of S.A.C. during the period between 1876 and 1900 comparison with M. A.C.
as the model college and the Komaba Agricultural College in Tokyo as the rival.

Speaking from the view-point of liberal arts, the education of S.A.C. during the period between 1876
and 1882 when it belonged to the Colonial Department was very interesting. The educational characters
of S.A.C. during this period were summarized as follows. The first point of the characters was that the
education of S.A.C. were based on Christianity. The second point was that great emphasis was placed on
the humanities, social sciences, especially languages, elocution and declamination. The third point was that
mathmatics and science subjects as well as agricultural subjects were stressed. The fourth point was that
they stressed manual labor and training along with theory in the agricultural courses. The fifth point was
that physical education was first introduced to Japanese higher education. The sixth point was that “How
to learn” and “How to teach” were emphasized. At S.A.C., “Creative thinking” was more important than
rote memory. In other words, the education of S.A.C. taught students Christian thought, liberal arts and

rational thinking based on science and technology through the agricultural education-program.

* Professor, R.I.H.E.
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In conclusion, this idea of the education in early S.A.C. is still relevant to liberal and general education
in universities at the present age when societies want creative people. This conclusion is based on the
following conditions.

Now, universities are characterized by a trend toward popularization and diversification. As people’s
views are more differentiated, it has became difficult to christianize students even at Christian universities.
However, we should think about the possibility of spiritual education in higher education as Dr. Joseph
Ben-David suggests it in his excellent book entitled “Center of Learning”. In addition, the contents of the



