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A Typology of Student Cultures in Japanese Universities

Fumihiro Maruyama*

Although there are many sociological studies on student cultures at secondary education levels, almost
no studies have done on the typology of student cultures at higher education levels in Japan. This study
tries to present the typology of cultures among Japanese university students. The data used includes
more than 500 Economics students from five different universities in the Nagoya area. These were collect-
ed by questionaires administered in the Spring of 1980.

In this study, factor analysis is done on student’s learning behavior, their values, their attitude toward
college education, their growth during college, and their future aspirations, which were asked by the ques-
tionaire used. As a result, three factors are obtained. The first factor is identified, as the growth of various
characteristics such as personality, sociability, and expressive ability. The second factor is called the pur-
suit of ideas or identity during college. The third factor was composed of student’s concerns of friendship
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t t tWo ractors, one typology oi student culture can be presented which

and leisure, and fun. Using the firs
distinguishes four types of student culture (Figure). The first is called “all-round”, those who develop
both sociability and ideas. The second type is “fun.” The third is called “apathy” because both sociability

and identity are not strongly pursued. The final type is “brilliant.”

pursuit of identity
[

brilliant all-round

apathy fun

Figure A Typology of Student Culture

In the second part of this study, the determinants of the typology are examined. The dependent
variables are the individual student’s factor score coefficients of three factors from the factor analysis,
which was described earlier. The independent or explaining variables are father’s education, father’s oc-
cupation, type of high school, grade in high school, type of university, organizational size which student
expects to be employed. The instrumentation is one way ANOVA.

The findings can be summarized as follows;

. Neither father’s education nor father’s occupation is reiated to any of the three factors.

. The type of high school is not related to any of the three factors.

. The high school grade is associated with the first factor, but not with any of the other two factors.

. Both type of university and the organizational size to be employed are strong determinants for all of
three factors.

B W N =

Thus, it is concluded that the formation of student cultures is affected by the university they attended
and size of the organization in which they expected to be employed. It is not likely that the attributes,
which students have had before entrance of university, have any significant effect on the student culture.

* Research assistante, R. 1. H. E.



