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The Structure of the Future Demand

of the Lifelong Learning

Masakazu Yano*

Surveys dealing with lifelong learning needs indicate that there is a wide gap between what is wanted
and what is actually provided. This gap forms an important basis for the argument that provisions for
lifelong learning are nesessary. This propositions, however, is not based on conclusive evidence whether
learning needs will be actually manifested or not in the near future. It is an important matter to be ex-
amine the future possibilities of its manifestation.

This paper aims to clarify the structure of the characteristics of participants and non-participants
and to evaluate the future demand of lifelong learning. Future needs were classified into eight types by
using the past and present learning experience as in the figure.

The findings are as follows:

a) Those who had past experience have a high rate of

present participation and strong future desire for _ Swong  ——
Type A (33%)
learning programs. Those who participate for the v
es
first time this year remain few in number (2.3%). (37%) L TypeB (4%)

Weak

b) Type A, C, G, H in eight types account for approx-

(56%) Strong
imatly 90% of all types. Type A can be labeled 19%) —'—-“6"”
13 : 3] 113 ’ N
Continuance” learner, type C, “Return”, type G, Sample ° Weak Type D (3%)
“New demand”, type H, “Indifference”. (N: 1208) Yes Strong Type B (2%)
¢) Surveys dealing with the preference of leisure w5 (2%) — TypeF (<)
activities indicate that the “Indifference” group No ‘
) ) ) ] M(u%)
has a little interest in the learning programs and (42%) —
. . . . . N
prefers watching T.V. and participating social ° (18%)
activities. The preference of the learning program ot p;;ile: Future
in “New Demand” is weaker than in the *“‘Con- experience imon need
tinuance” groupe and “Return” groupe. (YesorNo) (Yesor No) (Strong or Weak)

d) “Continuance” and ‘“‘Return” will become the
ieading groups of iearning activites in the future.

e) There are clear differences according to types in requests to administration. ‘“‘Continuance’ and “Re-
turn” calls for a wealth of the varieties and qualities of learning programs. ‘“New Demand” want the
programs to include family participation and to get more information of programs. Those who do

not have the special requests to administration number the most in the indifference group.

* Associate professor, R. I. H. E.






