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A Study of the Establishment of a College in Osaka
in the Early Meiji Period

Minoru IsHizukr*

It is widely known that in the early Meiji period there was a school in Osaka offering a
specialist education in chemistry called the Osaka Seimi Kyoku. The school opened in 1869,
but the real history of the school dates back to 1864 when the school was established in
Nagasaki by the Tokugawa shogunate for the study of Western chemistry. In 1866 the
Dutch chemist Koenraad Walter Gratama was invited to Japan by the shogunate to take over
the management of the school and to be its principal teacher. In 1867 the school was moved
from Nagasaki to Edo but its work was disrupted by the chaos and confusion surrounding the
fall of the bakufu.

With the transfer of power to the new Meiji government, the school gained the status of a

governmental school and was moved to Qsaka. This move wag planned and carried out by
goverr his Tie¢ cut

ental school and was moved Osaka. was planned and carri ut by
Goto Shomo, Komatsu Tatewaki and other bureaucrats who were in Osaka at that time and
were endeavouring to make Osaka a more active and cultural city. In addition to the chemis-
try school, a new school for the study of Western languages and culture, the Osaka Y 6-Gakko,
was opened in Osaka in 1869. This institution owed its existence to the support of various
people, amongst them Ka Reinosuke, later known as Ka Yoshiyuki, who was a scholar of
Western Learning and had been sent by the government to Osaka for the express purpose of
founding the new school.

Before leaving Edo in 1868, Ka had planned to establish a new comprehensive coliege in
Osaka consisting of the Seimi Kyoku, the Y0-Gakko and a medical school. The college
was to consist of two courses, a college-level course of two years covering science, history,
politics, military studies, literature and foreign languages, and an elementary-level course also
of two years covering grammar, geography, language and physics. Ka placed most emphasis
on the college-level course, for he wanted the college to become the prime institution for
higher education in Osaka. In practice, however, few students enrolled and the level of those
that did was low, so the emphasis shifted to the elementary-level course.

T Liacen 42n ~

In this short paper I have tried to give account of the rise and decline of this coliege in
Osaka and of the intellectual distance between the college and the local people. I have also dis-
cussed the nature of centralization in the education policy of the Meiji period and argued that

it was due not only to the desire of the government to keep education under central control
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but also to the desire of local bodies to get under the umbrella of government support.



