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A Historical Study on the Curriculum Programs
in the Universities in Pre-war Japan

— With special emphasis on law and medicine
Masao Sekr*

This paper is concerned with the historicai deveiopment of the University curricuium
in law and medicine during the period of 1868 to 1948. The following findings can be
summarized:

1) The decade of 1870 was a critical period in which Japan had to face the question of
which countries’ higher educational systems should be adopted as a model for Japanese uni-
versity education. In the field of medicine, the supremacy of German medicine was recog-
nized. This fact was consistent with the Government’s attitude towards the Prussian ad-
ministrative system. For this reason, at the beginning of the 1880s, the medical cur-
riculum which was designed according to the German model was established at Tokyo
Igakko (Tokyo Medical School). In contrast with medicine, in the field of law, the cur-
riculum had been formed through more complicated process, partly because the Govern-
ment’s legal policy changed from a French model to a German model. On the other hand,
the curriculum of the law-school at Tokyo University was under the strong influence of
English and American law school. Therefore, it was in about 1887 when the academic
basement of the German jurisprudence had been established in parallel with those of
French and English jurisprudence were done at Tokyo University.

2) During the period of the ‘“Bunka-Daigaku” (Colleges) from 1886 to 1918 after the
Imperial University was legally established (1886), each College’s academic calendar and
examination systems were governed uniformally, and there was a strong tendency toward
“institutional comprehensiveness”. However, since the Koza-sei (Chair system) was intro-
duced by Education Minister, Kowashi Inoue, there were growing trends toward “differen-
tiation” orientation. In this age, legal education had moved from the Anglo-Saxon type
“Gakunen-sei” (Grading system) to the German type “Kamoku-sei’” (Course subjects sys-
tem) which emphasized students’ “freedom to learn. By 1900 all of the curriculum in
medical education was taught by Japanese teachers, and the chair-systems had been fully
established.

3) During the age of “Gaku-bu sei” (Faculties) of Imperial Universities (1919—1949), espe-
cially at the period of 19191923, both the legal and medical curriculum had been dras-
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tically revised from the perspective of “freedom to learn”. Among the background fac-
tors which made this curriculum change possible, was the fact that the rise of liberalism
in the Taisho-period had given rise to positive criticism against the status qué of higher
education,

4) The revised curriculum in the field of law and medicine produced no drastic changes ex-
cept during the World War II period. After the war, the new Constitution was promulgated,
and legal ideology was changed from ‘“imperial nationalism” to “popular soveriegnty”.
However, most of the types of chair systems which governed the academic framework of
law faculties at New Universities established after the war were actually the same as in the
pre-war period. In the field of medicine, transformation of the curriculum from education
for “medical scientists” to education for “doctor-trainning” still remains a problem which
has not yet been solved.






