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Higher Education for Women in Japan
in the Tenth and Eleventh Centuries

Keiji Inaga*

This paper examines the structure of Japanese higher education from the late tenth-to the early
eleventh centuries in the Heian era, focusing on those women who served in the Imperial Court. It also
attempts to identify proto-typical problems with which modern Japanese higher education must deal.

The outline of higher education in the “prosperous era of colleges (Daigaku)” for men (the words
in Genji Monogatari) is described in Chapter one. through three. The examination system of higher educa-
tion and the social status, education, of professors are also discussed.

Chapter four through six explain that those women who were not college-educated acquired the skills
necessary to entertain college educated men, often defeated them in battles of wit and value exchanges.
“What was the general purpose of higher education for women?”’ “In what kind of human context could
they get those culture or skills?”” These problems are considered through the dialogue between Emperor
Murakami and women bureaucrats. It is concluded that the Emperor took a position supporting the educa-
tion of women in the Court.

Various aspects of the transition to include women in higher education are discussed in Chapter seven
through ten. (1) The control of programs for educating women was shifted from men to women. Seisho-
nagon was typical of the intelligent women to emerge during this process. (2) Reports were written about
the outcomes and achievements of women in the Court through the institution of higher education for

women. (3) Genji Monogatari was written under the direction of an Empress.

* Director, RIHE. Professor, Faculty of Letters, Hiroshima University



