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On the Theory of the Transition from Elite to Mass Higher Education—
A Re-examination of the “Trow Model’” -

Kazuyuki KITAMURA*

1. Perspective of the “Trow Model”

2. Realities of European Higher Education

3. The Utility and Limits of the “Trow Model”
4. Applicablity to Japanese Higher Education

It was in 1973 that Martin Trow published his “Trow Model” in which he intends
to explain and analyse common problems of higher education in idustrial societies through
a theory based on a conception of “phases of development” from “elite” to “mass”,
and “mass” to “universal access” higher education. Because of its effectiveness as a tool
for both the analysis of problems and for the prediction of the future direction of higher
education in industrial societies, the “Trow Model” has been quite widely recognized
and frequently used by many scholars and administrators in the world concerned with
policy-making and planning of higher education.

Hnumvpr in 1978 Martin Trow re-examined his nast predictions on the develo
ever on the gevelo

oowever, n i7/s, Marim Irow ré-examimed Nnis past precictions on i V pmen

of European higher education, and concluded that his assumption of a steady progression
of higher educational systems from elite toward mass and eventually to universal access
based on the American pattern did not necessarily reflect European relities. His judge-
ment was based on the statistical data on the development of European higher education
during the past decade which showed a relative decline or “steady-state” in the admission
rate to higher education.

Among several reasons why his prediction on the development of European higher
C(lucatl()ﬂ pIOVCQ to DC IlllSld.KCIl lfOW suesseu l.ﬂU nnpurtanw 111 Westel'ﬂ Duropean couin-
tries of class attitudes toward higher education, and the constraints that those attitudes
place on the growth of systems of higher education in those countries. He also added some
of the more important forces that influence, directly or indirectly, the proportion of the
appropriate age grade who enroll in some form of higher education. According to him,
one must be very careful about making cross-national predictions of educational develop-
ment; that those patterns are too much affected by the peculiar history, traditions, laws
and politics of each specific country, and also too much affected by unpredictable events

to allow useful predictions for more than a few years ahead.

* Professor, Research Institute for Higher Education, Hiroshima University
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In spete of these facts, Trow believes that a whole series of important problems in all
Western countries arise out of the tensions between the forms and characteristics of elite
and mass higher education, and that it may still be useful to employ both the concepts and
ideas of “Trow Model”. He claims two uses of the Model: as a “prediction” based on a

“nhaseoloev’ of historical develonment of the hicher educational svstem (histori ically

PRiasoul 01 nistorical e O e IRE vuuvuu. Oy OLViil R 41SvU
oJ ~

oriented) and as an “illumination” to explain the relationship between parts and elements
of systems and institutions (functionally oriented).

For these reasons, we should be careful to take into account the peculiar aspects of
Japanese society for the analysis and the prediction of Japanese higher education. Japan-
ese Higher education in the 1980’s is undoubtedly considered as in the middle of “mass”
stage in terms of its huge size and greater diversification of institutions and programs.
The transition from elite to mass higher education has been relatively easily accomplished

1N Aftha avictanna ~F _...\4

durin the past three decades because of the existence of mamimotin pr"v'at universities as a

during the past i Gécaacs

major agent of the rapid massification of Japanese higher education.
Will the Japanese mass higher education then follow the American pattern of develop-

ment—that is universal-access higher education—in the future? In order to find a future
direction, it may be useful for us to examine if there are appropriate institutions or pro-
grams of higher education with universal-access type within the mass higher education sys-
tem, which could be comparable to American community colleges. For, this unique
American institution adopted the open-admissions and low-tuition policy seems to be a
typical universal-access institution within the American mass-stage higher education.

In Japanese society, at the present moment, there may be very few institutions or

nrograms which can accent adult or part-time students without much difficultv. Althoueh
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there is a great expectation for the establishement of the University of the Air to be open-
ed in 1983, no one cannot predict if it could really be a universal-access institution or not.
The character and the structure of Japanese higher education has remained the system for
the traditional clientele of the young generation, and it does not seem to move to Ameri-
can style universal-access higher education. Japanese higher education gppears to be mov-
ing in a direction unique to itself.






