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A Reflection on the SAWAYANAGI Case at
the Imperial University of Kyoto (I)

Sosuke WATANABE*

Preface
1. “Dismissal of the University’s Professors”
—The begining of the case.
2. The Wholesale Resignation of the Law Faculty Members?
—A sudden change in the course of events
3. The Publication of the Education Minister’s Memorandum
—The Conclusion of the event —continued—
(4. “The SAWAYANAGI Case” and Public Opinion
5. Masataro SAWAYANAGI and the Independence of Scholarship
6. The Status of the SAWAYANAGI Case in the History of Japanese Universities
Conclusion

n

1. The SAWAYANAGI Case which occurred at the Imperial University of Kyoto between
1913 and 1914 was a conflict over the power of academic appointment between the Law
Faculty members, the Rector, and the Minister of Education. The question was finally
settled after the Minister of Education approved Faculty’s practical authority of appoint-
ment and dismissal of professors.

In those days, the final power to appoint and dismiss professors of the Imperial
Universities was in the hands of the Emperor, and the Rector had the authority to report
to the Minister of Education, as provided by law. However, in practice, the Rector used
to report candidates to the Minister of Education on the basis of each Faculty’s recom-
mendation. There had never been such case of dismissal before. In July 1913, for the first
time in history, the Rector SAWAYANAGI executed the power of reporting to the Mini-
ster of Education the dismissal of seven professors without consulting the Faculties. This
was the beginning of the case. The Faculty of Law, which had no professor dismissed,
strongly protested against the Rector, and there were several negotiations between the Rec-
tor and the Faculty concerning powers of appointment and dismissal, but they failed in
each agreement. In January 1914, all the Law Faculty members submitted their resigna-
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conflict between the Law Faculty and the Rector to a dispute between the Faculty and the
Minister. With the help of mediators, the matter was finally settled under the condition
that the Minister approved most of the Faculty’s claims, and the Minister and the Rector
resigned after less than two months, and three months, respectively.

2. In this article, the author intends to make clear (1) the details of the dismissal of seven
professors. Among them are: 1) that some facts still remain hidden in a veil of mystery
which must be dispelled; 2) that most of the opinions pubished in newspapers and journals
at that time welcomed this dismissal of seven professors, and very few criticisms were
expressed; 3) that the Law Faculty who protested did not oppose the dismissal itself,
but the process of dismissal; 4) that the Faculties of Letters, Science & Engineering and
Medicine approved the dismissal silently. (2) The author also intends to make clear the

whole process of the six-month long negotiations between the Law Faculty and the Rector,

and identify the real issues. After all the question is whether the university system should
be governed according to the spirit of the university autonomy or to the founding spirit
of “the need of the State”. (3) Then, what was the factor that led the Law Faculty to sub-
stantial victory? The author tries to trace the activities of various groups concerned
with this event and their “logics”—in particular an analysis will be made of the ten-day
period when the Minister of Education finally accepted the Law Faculty’s demands after
their submission of resignations. In addition to their activities, there were 1) the mysteri-
ous attitudes of the other Faculties at Imperial University of Kyoto, 2) the active Law
Faculty student movement in support of the Faculty decision, 3) the support and the
recommendation of mediators by the Law Faculty of the Imperial University of Tokyo. It
may be that the combination of all these factors made it possible for the Law Faculty to
win a substantial victory.

The discussions in newspapers and journals and the historical significance of the

event will be treated in the next issue.



