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A Survey on Medical School Professors’ Opinion and Interest
Yonezo NAKAGAWA* and Hiroyasu ITO**

Over-scienticism, over-specialism and under-humanitarianism in Japanese medical schools
have been blamed much from outside and inside, but with scarce empirical data. The present
survey was conducted in the fall of 1977 to make an overview of faculty orientation related to
these critical issues. A total of 349 full-time professors in the department of medicine and
pediatrics in 71 medical schools were sent questionaires and 210 professors (60.1 per cent) did
return completed forms. The survey questionaire was designed to measure their emphasis in
science orientation, specialist orientation and humanitarian orientation towards numbers of
settings.

Judged from figures summarized from the questionaires, these professors seemed to be not so
strongly science-oriented as expected. A majority ‘of them seemed to feel, that medical school
training should encourage a view of the patient as an individual person, that they could make
their greatest teaching contribution as a practicing physician and that they would be happiest
when caring for patients and wusing particular patients to illustrate pathological processes

hey would gene
a specialist and researcher and prefer reading articles exploring the basic rationale underling the
treatment than articles reporting evaluations of the effectiveness of vaious treatments, and prefer
doing research in areas of organ-system processes, cellular and subcellular processes more than
research in areas of epidemiology, psychcosomatic medicine, medical education and child develop-
ment, respectively. In the meantime, professors working in national medical schools seemed
to be relatively more science-oriented and specialist-oriented than those working in private medical
schools, and younger professors seemed to be relatively less science-oriented than older professors

at laroa
atl ialpe,

*Afflicated Reseacher, Research Institute for Higher Education, Hiroshima University / Associate Professor,
Medical School, Osaka University
**Student of the Graduate School, Medical School, Osaka University



