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The Structure of Secondary and Higher Education
in the Pre-war Japan
From the Perspective of Admission Problems

Masao SEKI*

Preface
I. The Structure of Secondary and Higher Education from the Perspective of Admission
1. The Structure of Educational System in Pre-war Japan
2. The Structure of Secondary Education and Admission
3. The Structure of Higher Education and Admission
II. Linkage between Secondary and Higher Education
1. Linkage between Higher Schools and Institutions of Secondary Education
2. Linkage between Middle Schools and Technical Higher Schools
3. Linkage between Universities and Other Institutions of Higher Education

Conclusion

This paper intends to consider the problems concerning the systematic structure of secondary
and higher education, from the perspective of linkage between secondary and higher education,
with special emphasis on “admission” to the higher stages of the educational system,

In chapter I, an analysis of the general trends and characteristics of the student applicants
(including those who were admitted and who were not admitted) is made. The author finds
that the structure of secondary and higher education is multi-layered as well as of hierarchical
nature, It also became clear from the analysis that these educational structures had gravely
influenced the trends and characteristics of the applicants.

In chapter II, the linkage between senior schools and junior schools in the multi-layered
and hierarchical structure of educational system in pre-war Japan is considered. The schools of
“general education”, such as Middle School (Chugakko) and Middle Girls’ School (Koto Jogakko)t
have been structured as ‘“normal” links between all types of higher educational institutions in
the Meiji era. The graduates of these types of schools were able to apply directly to all types
of higher educational institutions. However, the “vocational” schools, such as Techinical Schools
(Jitsugyo Gakko, for instance),z)which are placed in a lower hierarchical status, were structured
in “abnormal” links between all types of higher education. Graduates from vocational types of
secondary schools were in principle not allowed to apply directly to higher schools. For these
students, a new route of admission to higher schools, the so-called “Test for Scholastic Ability”
system such as “Senken” 3) was invented without any structural reform in existing links between
these “vocational” schools and institutions of higher education.

These situation were also found in the links between those of the non-university type of
higher education, such as Higher Schools (Kotogakko), Technical Higher Schools (Senmon

)

*Professor, Research Institute for Higher Education, Hiroshima University
1) Middle Schools and Middle Girls’ Schools are called “regular course” to higher education.
2) Technical Schools are called “irregular course” to higher education.
3) “‘Senken” is a certificate examination system for admission to institutions of higher education.
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Gakko), and Universities (Daigaku),. The Technical Higher Schools were placed in an “irregular
course” status, and this low-status was never improved during the pre-war period. While the
prestigous Imperial Universities had accepted preferentially the graduates of Higher Schools,

they were reluctant to accept graduates of Techinical Higher Schools, even those applicants who
had passed the certificate examination for University entrance. It is clear from these facts that
the schools of “general education™ such as Middie Schools and Higher Schools were given greater
advantage, not only in admission to universities but also in employment thereafter. On the other
hand, Vocational and Techinical Higher Schools were resigned to greater disadvantages in almost
every way. It is therefore natural that the competition for entrance examinations to Middle
Schools and Higher Schools become increasingly severe in such a hierarchically-structured system
of school education in the pre-war period. Although several drastic and significant reforms in
entrance examination systems were attempted; no fundamental change in multi-strata and
hierarchical structure of pre-war secondary and higher educational system was ever initiated.
For this reason, it proved to be extremely difficult to reform the entrance examination system
to higher schools. Contradictions in the links between secondary education and higher education
were partially resolved through the device of a “Test for Scholastic Ability” but the fundamental
solution was never achieved. It is left as one of the most important problems in educational
reform to be initiated by the American Occupation after World War II.






