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Teaching of Medical Ethics in American Medical Schools

Yonezo NAKAGAWA *

In a quarter century, great gains have been won with the advancement of medical thechnology
in one hand, an array of ambigious problems, even contradictory to the nature of medicine have
been developed in processes of research, aplications and delivery of the results in another hand.
These situations are predominant particularly in U. S. A. where medical techonology is most
enthusiastically and competitiously attempted. Accordingly, in this country, protests and reflex-
ions are most actively developing.

Before this quarter century, even though medical education had been organized around the bio-
logical sciences as it today, it was not so highly sophisticated as contemporary biomedical sciences.
Medical students had been required to do a great deal of intensive study. They were rather ex-
pected to develop as matured gentlemen by themselves. Without intentional education on human-
ities, social sciences and ethics, they could grown up to be well prepared for their future practice
as a kind of social process in their spare time. Regarding to medical ethics, only the Oath of
Hippocratus and professional moral codes have been considered enough in conducting medical
practice and also research.

Nowadays, conditions are utterly changed. Medical education has so enhanced its density in
biomedical sciences as to spoil future physicians’ personal maturation. The more highly sophis-
ticated the technological education, the more intentional concern should be given to humanities,
social sciences and especially and directly to medical ethics in medical school. This paper presents
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A majority of medical schools in U.S.A. have now developed medical ethics program in their
curiculum. Initiative was taken by students in some schools and by conscious faculty in some
schools. Styles of teaching and administrative structure of the program vary respectively. Several
schools established the humanities departments for charge of medical ethics and humanities
teaching and research. And several schools launched fellowship programs for medical ethics.
reasingly larger amounts. Naturally these programs seem to be
confrontmg some hindrances from hostility of biomedically or technically oriented faculty and
passive tolerance of some students.

Nevertheless, a phrase “humanization of health care, or medical education” are increasingly
recognized and supported by not only medical circles but also the lay public as a'’key concept for
future health care of the population. The hostility of some faculties and the passive tolerance of
some students will be overcome in a moderate way by these programs themselves, because human-
ities are developing effective procedures to share important opinions with constituents of a
group.

* Affiliated Researcher, Research Institute for Higher Education / Professor, Faculty of
Medicine, Osaka University







