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A Study of the Inter-Relationship
between General Education and Specialized Education
— Toward a Integrated Curriculum —

Sho OGIYA*

Japanese Universities had general education courses after the Second World War, and it was
common for most undergraduate courses to begin with a certain period for general education,
leaving the remainder for non-general education, as though general education ceased at a certain
point and had no relevance to subsequent study. But recently some people attacked the impor-
tance to the relationship between general education and specialized education, and it is advocated
that the division between them depends on the major and purpose of the student. I think that it
would be a mistake to lay stress only on the student’s purpose, in disregard of teacher’s purpose
and method.

What is the teacher’s purpose and method in general education? Through my study of many
documents on liberal and general education (especially the Harvard Report and Daniel Bell), I
found that 1) general education teacher comprehends the relationship between teaching and
learning on the one hand, and human growth and wisdom on the other, and 2) they are generally
more favorable to the cause of checks and balances than to the dogmatism of the believer, and
they are interested in the traits and characteristics of mind fostered by education, particularly the
making of relevant, balanced judgment.

The relationship between general education and specialized education (as occupational training
through the acquisition of an art or a technique) is the relationship between organism and organ,
and it is in practice difficult to combine general education and occupational training. But we
cannot just throw occupational training out of higher education on the ground that it is getting in
the way of general education. So still the combination has to be tried.

I want to draw attention to the next fact: One cannot civilize a man in general, for it is only by
confronting him with problems that are meaningful to him, most directly by moral choices that
may occur in the pursuit of his own profession, that one can tell whether or not he has learned to
apply human arts. In the present day, this problem or moral choice in the pursuit of profession
brings about a twofold structure, of role-conflict which results from the changing value-system of
the profession on the one hand, and from conflict between occupational roles (work for system)
and human roles (system for man) on the other. This role-conflict is the best opportunity to make
the relevant judgment.

Thus I advocate that the role-conflict in the profession is the best opportunity that can be used
as a criterion for curriculum which general education is integrated with specialized education.

* Affiliated Researcher, Research Institute for Higher Education / Professor, Faculty of Human
Sciences, Osaka University



