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A Study of the History of Universities

in Latin America (1)

Takuzo MINAKAWA

(1)

After thc Second World war, many new
universities and faculties were established in
Latin American countries. At the same time,
there were already many old institutions that
had been established during the Spanish
colonil era.

According to A. G. S. de Zuiliga, the Spani-
sh historian, three of these were established in
the 16th century: the University of Santo Dom-
ingo, the University of Peru and the University

Py | POT-P 1 o saeve 171
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universities
were established including th Royal and Pon-
tificial University of San Carlos of Guatemala,
the Santo Tomas University of Quito in
Ecuador (established by the Dominicans), t

San Gregorio University of Quito (by the Jesu-

3 < 19 semivrawaitiag  sxrasa
) in the 18thCentur Y, 12 UNlIVErsities were

established including the Royal and Pontifi-
cial University of San Jeronimo of Habana in
Cuba, the Santa Rosa University of Caracas in
Venezuela, and the University of San Felipe of
Santiago de Chile and so forth.
The following are several of the reasons
why Spain established these universities:
1. The Spanish crown aimed at planting and
propagating the Catholic culture of Spain
by means of higher education.

ar

the gestures which he took

It was one of

N

when he was envied by the other european
monarchs, proving his understanding of
the catholic culture.
3. The Spanish colonials in Latin America
could content themselves with entering
iv ning academic careers.
Un1ver51ty was one of the symbols of the
privileged classes.

4. Accordingly, the Spanish crown succeeded
in conciliating them.

5. The Aztec of Nexico and the Inca of Peru
Wlllbll were COflunl'C(l Dy U’le opanlsn nau
maintained such higher institutions as
“Calmecac” and “Yachaywaci”. As conquer-
ors, I suppose, the spaniards witnessed
those institutions and must have strongly
felt that they also should have had “uni-

VClblLy .

(2)

It is said that the University of Santo
Domingo is the oldest in the New World, and
those in Mexico and Lima are next. For
example, ZGiiiga maintains that Santo Domingo
which was established by the Dominicans
received the bull of Pope Paulo III. in 1538.

However, there are debates among the
historians concerning these issues. The Peru-
vian historian, Valcarcel, argues that Santo
Domingo did not receive its charter until
after the Spanish crown had granted charters to
the University of Mexico and Lima. And J. P.
Moore agrees with Valcarcel, saying that the
crown did not formally approve the papal bull
of 1538 until the eighteenth century. At
issuehere is whether the crown or the papal
bull constitutes the proper authority for
chartering.

This paper deals with the first three
universities established in Spanish America
durring the sixteenth century. And in this
manner attempts to make clear several aspects
of the early history of higher education in
Latin America.



