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Under the U. S. A. military government,
Seoul National University was established in
1946 with nine colleges and one graduate
school as an amalgamated university for South
Korea.The objective in this article is to make
clear the process of the establishment of this
university.

In the reorganization of Korean higher
education, the military government started to
unite the faculty of medicine of Keijo Imperi-
al University with the Keijo Professional
School of Medicine because of the financial
burden involved in maintaining two national
medical schools seperately in the same city.
However this attempt was interrupted by the

faculty members who wanted their faculty or
professional school to obtain a hig

In view of these circumstances,the education-
al authorities changed their original plan and

began to plan for the policy of the establish-

ment of a laroce n

a +er
...... v 01 a :@&arge nal %

consolidating Keijo Imperial University and
the ten professional schools located in the
Seoul area.

However this policy was not appreciated
by the faculty members and students, primarily
because the proposed Establishment Law for
Seoul National University contained certain
provisions that differed from the experience
of the faculty members, many of whom had
been educated in Japanese institutions. The
Board of Trustees as a governing organ was
very different from the decision making pro-
cess conducted by a university council and
faculty meetings that had prevailed during
the period of Japanese rule. In response to
the opposition, some modifications from the

American s

were made, but nevertheless the final result
was the establishment of the new Seoul Nation-
al University purged of Japanese influence.
Our analysis traces the factors effecting
this final outcome, especially the confronta-
tion between the conservative faculty members
and the progressive education authorities who
were backed by the U.S.A. military authorities;
other important elements were the popular
sentiment in favor of a large-scale university
purged of Japanese influence and the role of
the mass media which tended to favor the

reform.



