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Post-war Trends in General Education in Japan

Masao Seki*

Preface
] The General Education Movement from
1945 to 1953
1. The Situation in Japanese Colleges
and Universities
2. The Movement in the Japanese
University Accreditation Association
3. The Movement in Colleges and
Universities
I Profession-oriented General Education
1. Engineering Education
2 . Natural Science Education

I The Transformation of General Edu-

1. The Transformation of the Harvard

Model
2. Trends in General Education since
1970
Conclusion

The objective of this article is to follow
the post-war trends in general education
in Japan, and to present some of the
problems in it,

At the beginning of the 1950’s, people
both in the institutions of higher education
and society started seeking the radical
reform of Japanese higher education,
As is often pointed out, one of the most
important reforms was to introduce
general education into japanese colleges
and uhiversities_

The Japan University Accreditation
Association was established in 1947, and
many reform-oriented professors in this
decided to

association introduce the

Harvard Model., They passionately tried
to diffuse the model far and wide among
Japanese colleges and universities,

At some universities such as the Tokyo

Institute of Technology, Tokyo University,

and Hitotsubashi University, they elected
fully the
importance of general education, In these

presidents who understood

universities, there existed a group of
professors who eagerly supported the
introduction of general education, The
refore, these reform-minded presidents
and professors contributed a great deal
to the

education movement in these institutions,

development of the general

However, it should be pointed out that
Harvard Model was not supported in the
fields of science and engineering educa-
tion, Professors in these fields could not
regard natural science as a part of gener—
al education, They tended to consider
natural science as a preparatory education
for professional education, Therefore,
general education in these fields was
confined to the teaching of the humanities
and social sciences, Unfortunately, the
U.S. Engineering Education Mission to
Japan recommended the same kind of
general education,

There also existed many among the
professors of social sciences who were
indifferent to or against the introduction
of the Harvard Model, Further more, the
industrial world was not sympathetic to

the introduction of general education,

Aac +thno amthiiainarm fas 11nivargity rafacmm
L3S LUT Clitiiuniasiii 1Vl uillvoloaivy 1Cclvlin
disappeared, these counterforces were

gradually strengthend, and general edu-
cation has become more and more pro-

fessional education oriented. In 1970, this

trend was legally confirmed by the
"Partial Revision of the  University

Accreditation Standard’, This revision has

* RIHE, Hiroshima University,
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led to a considerable decrease of the
teaching hours in general education,
This is especially true in the fields of
science and engineering education,
Since 1960, less professors have tried
to synthesize various fields of learning,

and students have been indoctrinated with

Research in Higher Education-Daigaku Ronshu N3

more and more fragmentary knowledge,
Now we are in the process of reconsidering
the manner of previous economic devlop-
ment to date, Just as the reform-minded
professors tried to introduce just after_
the war, we should try to improve the
présent system of general education,



