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Post-war Trends and Problems of Japanese Graduate Schools

Yasumasa Tomoda*

Preface

Expansion of Graduate Schools

N =

. Increase in the Number of Graduate
Students

3. Employment of Graduate Students

Couclusion

Many professors and students have re—
cently written their opinions or reform-
plans of graduate schools, based on their
own specific experiences, These opinions

and reform-plans are of course interest—

—

ng and important, But we have to pay
ms and
trends in the Japanese graduate schools,
Except for Masao Tarasaki’s historical
study, survey reports by the Japan Sci—

ence Council and the Ministry of Educa—
few studies have
been made from this general perspective,
The objective of this paper is to follow
some of the general trends of Japanese
graduate schools, based mainly on Basic
school Statistics of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, and to shed some light on the pro—
blems and their causes in the Japanese
graduate schools,

Graduate schools in Japan seem to be
rapidly developing, The number of univer-
sities that offer some kind of graduate
education has rapidly increased:47 in 1955,
84 in 1960, 131 in 1965, and 188 in 1970. In
1970, nearly fifty percent of the Japanese
universities offered some kind of graduate
education. And the number of graduate
students has also been rapidly expanding:
5,7000 in 1950, 17,000 in 1960, 41,000 in 1970,
However, if we carefully examine these
statistics, we shall soon find many diffi-
cult problems in the rapidly expanding

graduate schools:

1) In spite of this rapid expansion,
graduate students are still a minority in
the Japanese universities: they are less
than three percent of all university stu-
dents,

2) The number of applicants to gra-—
duate schools is still limited, In 1970, for
example, the number of applicants to
master and doctor courses was 1, 8 and 0.7
respectively per one legally fixed number
of students’ places., And the percent of
actually admitted students to these cour-
ses was 68 ercent respe-
ctively in relation to the legally fixed
number of students’ places,

3) The demand for Ph D, and Master’s
Degree holders is still limited in Japanese
enterprises, In 1971. nearly 30 percent of
those who finished doctor courses could
not find employment,

4) Graduate schoos have no teaching
staff, no administrative staff, no facility
or equippment of their own: graduate edu-
cation in Japan is completely dependent
on undergraduate staff and facility,

These problems will raise the following
series of questions, Why has the pecenta-
ge of the graduate students remained less
than three percent of all university stu—
dents? Why has this minority of students
suffered from the difficulty of finding em-
ployment? Why have nearly fifty percent
of the Japanese universities decided to
offer graduate programs? This decision
is not easily understandable if we consider
the fact that neither students nor employ-
ers demanded graduate education .,

One obvious reason is probably that gra-
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duate education is easy and not expensive
to offer, As mentioned, above most gra-—

sttaff, no administrative staff, and no
facility or equipment of their own, Thus
they can easily offer graduate program
if teaching and administrative staff acce-

th

a8y acce
jog = allcC

¥
ason is that graduate programs might
give prestige, additional research funds
and supply graduate students who will
eventually be professors’ colleagues or
research assistants, Another possible rea-
son is Yinkreeding? :each graduate school
tends to enroll students from its own un-
dergraduate and master course programs,

We can therefore hypothesize the follow-
Many wuniversities
graduate schools

in order to increase research funds and

prestige, Because the demand {cr g1:¢di—

ate education does not exist, or the supp-
ly alw
D, and Master’s Degree holders have to
suffer from the difficuity of finding emp-
loyment, Scarcity of employment and low
quality of graduate education are impor—
tant reasons why able students do not

Not a few employers prefer to employ
those who just finished their undergradu-
ate course and to train them in their
enterprise, We have to cut this vicious
circle at some point, The demand for the
highly educated will grow in near future.
If the graduate schools want to supply
this demand, they have to improve at
least the quality of education in their
graduate schools, and make them more

atiractive to undergraduate students,
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