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Development of the Academic Research on Higher Education

in the United States — - - - An Introduction

(pp.20—31)

Kazuyuki Kitamura®*

Academic researh on higher education has
been acquiriug its citizenship in the U. S.
academic community only since the end of
the 1960’s. According to some observers, this
long neglect in the field is mainly attributabie
to the lack of concern with university problems
among society at large, and to the immaturity
of theory and methodology among educatio-
nal researchers. However, since the latter half

of the 1960’s, especially after the ”student
revoit at Berkeley” in 1964, a number of rese-

arch projects have increasingly been underta-

¥RIHE, Hiroshima University,

ken, and substantial systematic and emprical
results are beginning to appear. This was
carried out not only by thcse educational rese-
archers who positively tried to adept an inno-
vative approach to educationai problems (such
as the case of the research projects at the Cen-
ter for Research and Development in Higher
Education at Rerkeley) but also by some social
and behavioral scientists who applied their own
research facilities to this unexploited academic
field,

There may be several background factors
which stimulated these researchers’ academic-

concern -
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1) academic reaction to the emergence of in-
cleasingly violenf student activism and cam-
pus unrest ;

2) the birth of new orientation in sciences
which is trying to forcus their attention on
the functions and structure of sciences the-
mselves seen in such new field as ‘' Research
on Research’’, ‘“Science of Science’’, or “So-
ciology of Science’ ; and

3) the emergence of various ‘‘self-examina-
tion” activities within institutions of high-
er education, such as academic research and
training at departments of higher education,
institutional research at administration level,
and various self-study committee activities,

The combination of these with the academic

and social trends have prepared the way for

education .
The favourable influence of the American
higher educational environment should not

he existence of a great vari-.

be overlooked, T
ety of research and financial resources have
played a crucial role in promoting the effici-
ency of research activities, Federal and state
governments, national and regional organizat-
ions of higher education, non-profit institu-
tions and foundations have supplied the rese-
arch circles with funds, information netwo-
rks, exchanges of researchcers, and. espe-
cially, a great marketplace for recruiting
professionals of higher education from the
universities,

In conclusion, the new academic field ‘'Re-
search on Higher Education’ was able to
acquire its citizenship only because the vo-
luntary academic interests were connected
with the national and social supporting sys-
tems at the very time when urgent needs for
the study was most clearly recognized by the
American society of the late 1960’s.



