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Study Report on Academic Productivivity

(pp.11—19)

Michiya Shimbori*

The relationship between sociology of higher
education and sociology of science is explained
in introductory remarks. Since higher insti-
tution as a research centre is deeply concerned
with production of scientists and promotion of
science, sociology of higher education must ne-
cessarily include sociology of science, In con-
temporary sociology of science, however, sci-
ence refers usually to empirical science, namely
natural and, to a lesser extent, social science,

exciuding humanities, But since humanities

*Faculty of Education, Hiroshima University,

such as philosophy, history and education are
also a science in a broad sense, and therefore
it is an integral part of university education,
sociology of science must expand its interest
to this field, Scholarly activity and produc-
tivity in all fields of research are conditioned
by their surrounding society, Our main inte-
rst here is in social conditions in traits and
trends of scientific productivity in the age of
post-industrialism and in level and characteri-
stic of science in contemporary Japan, Our
research reported here consists of two case-

studies, viz. on one hand the mainly quantita-

76 Research in Higher Education - No 1l

tive study on post-war development of science

of education, and on the other the assessment

ciology of education,

In a post-industrial society, science is so
highly developed that it is specialized and
diversified continuously, and scientists as
specialists in an ever-narrower discipline can
not understand and communicate with each
other, At the same time science becomes so
vitally important for everykody that it is popu-
larized and vulgarized, Scientists must res-
pond to the actual needs of general society,
and there takes place a kind of fashion in
science. This conflicting trend of science in
post-industrialism is confirmed by a case-
study of science of education in Japan, Nu-
mber of researchers of education has doubled
and that of books published in this discipline
has tripled in the last two decades. Specializa-
tion of science of education is shown by the
fact that national associations of researchers
concerned with education has increased five

times in these fifteen years. Content analysis

of themes of researches tells that educationists

have been interested in problems of ever-chan-

study one and the same theme,

Then we explored the quality and trait of
scientific products by means of citation ana-
lyéis of Japanese educational sociology as a case,
It was found that very few have productivity
of high quality, When compared internatio-
nally, Japanese sociologists of education are
never cited in foreign countries while foreign
rather than Japanese coilcagues are more often,
cited by Japanese. This may show that Japan-
ese scholars are eager to import, that level of
the discipline in Japan is lower than elsewhere,
or that Japanese scholars are reluctant to acce-
pt their compatriots., In terms of year and
content of publication of cited works, mainly

the works recently published and reporting the

empirical findings are cited in the case of Ja-
panese scholas, while foreign works published
long before are often cited for their fundame-

ntal theories.



