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Adult Education in Graduate Schools of China

Min LI*

Adult education in graduate schools of China developed with the establishment and expansion of
graduate education. The term “adult graduate students” is used in China to define the group of non-
traditional graduate students. It mainly refers to people who re-entered graduate schools after obtaining
experience in the work force. Depending on their employment status, adult students can be divided into three
groups: 1) currently employed but on long-term leave and studying full-time; 2) studying full-time or part-
time after resignation; 3) currently employed and studying part-time. Considering the number of students in
each type, this article mainly focuses the adult students of type 1) and type 2).

This article deals with the development, structure and characteristics of adult education in graduate
schools, and in particular since 1978. The article consists of four major sections. The first section is mainly
devoted to an introduction to the graduate education system and the definition of adult graduate education in
China. The second section examines the establishment and development of adult education in graduate
schools, and analyses its place in provision of graduate education. The third section provides an overview of
the three types of graduate education — ‘academic graduate education’, ‘professional graduate education’, and
‘application with equivalent academic qualifications’. In the last section, the article concludes by indicating

the characteristics of adult education in graduate schools in China, and pointing out existing issues.

* Research fellow, R.I.LH.E., Hiroshima University



