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The Quantitative Analysis of Organizational Change
in the Japanese Higher Education Institutions:
an application of discrete-time event history modeling

Masataka MURASAWA *

This paper aims to clarify factors affecting the lifetime before reorganization of Japanese higher
education institutions by applying the method of event history analysis.

Japanese higher education institutions have been highly protected by the government under the so-called
“convoy system”. Hence we could not confirm evidence of bankruptcy. However, some have changed their
organization through integration, merger or change of name to survive. This paper focuses on these
phenomena.

From application of the event history model (discrete-time logistic regression model), public and private
institutions are more likely to have experience of mergers or changes of name than national institutions.
Those institutions that are located in prefectures where there are many more institutions appear to be less
likely to have experienced mergers or changes of name. Moreover, the size of institutions, which is measured
by the number of students, affects the probability of institutional change: smaller institutions show a greater
likelihood for change. Totally the model explained around 15% of the probability of the occurrence of

change.

* Associate Professor, R.I.H.E., Hiroshima University



