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History and Achievements of Research in the
Internationalization of Higher Education

Futao HUANG *

The paper deals with the history and achievements of research in the field of internationalization
of higher education mainly from a comparative perspective. In the first part, the history of research
undertaken on this field of study is divided into several phases and the characteristics of each phase
were discussed. In the second part, four important topics of researches on this field of study are
chosen and different viewpoints are presented and analyzed in detail. Based on the historical and
comparative review, the author reached three conclusions :

1) The concepts of the internationalization of higher education vary not only according to different
times, but also according to different countries.

2) Before the 1980s, most research was focused on Western countries, whereas, since the 1990s more
and more attention has been paid to Asia and Pacific regions.

3) Most of the research achievements resulted in terms of outcomes solely describing or explaining
what had happened in the internationalization of higher education in some countries, whereas, little
research has been conducted on the trends or practice of internationalization of higher education in
the future, especially concerning such issues as how to promote the progress of internationalization

gher education in different countries in the era of globalization.
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