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The Structure of Educational Opportunity in Japanese
Mass Higher Education
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Preface

1 Career Planning Patterns of High School Graduates
(1) Sample
(2) Determinants of Career Planning
(2)-1 Sociological Factors
(2)-2 Type of High School and Career Planning
(2)-3 Parental Occupation and Career Planning
(2)—4 Academic Achievement and Career Planning
(3) Tabulations by 5 Sociological Factors ; Type of High School, Parental Occupation, Acade-

mic Achievement, ‘Personality Traits’ and Sex

2 Labor Market or Higher Education ——— Mechanisms of different career plannings ———
(1) Interrelationship among Determinants
(2) Comparative Analysis of Differentiation Process

3 Characteristics of Students entering Higher Educational Institutions
(1) Analytical Model
(2) College Types and Student Characteristics

The objictive of this paper is to analyze statistically the structure of educational opportunity
in Japanese mass higher education.

First, we examine sociological factors associated with the decision process of high school
graduates and present some of the major characteristics of college entrants.

Second, we examine the mechanism of differentiation of student career : employment or en-
rollment. The method used here is Quantification 2, the method of partial correlation analysis
developed by Dr. Hayashi. Based on this analysis the following partial correiation coefficients
we found for each factor ; Type of Courses in High School (0.436), Parental Occupation (0.205),
Sex (0.183), Academic Achievement 5 Subjects (0.109), ‘Personality Traits’ (0.005).

Finally we investigate the distribution of college entrants by type of colleges. Japanese mass
higher education is quite hierarchical, and might be classified into the 9 types : national I, II, III,
local public junior colleges, big private I, II, small private, and private junior colleges. The charac-

teristics of college entrants are different according to the type of institution.
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