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A Study of the History of Universities
in Latin America (2)

Takuzo MINAKAWA*

(1)
\t)

It has been said before that almost all the universities in Latin America, which had been estab-
lished during the Spanish colonial era, modeled themselves on The University of Salamanca in
Spain. This traditional notion, to be sure, has a considerable persuasion which we can not easily
reject, because Salamanca was one of the oldest and the most influential of universities in those

otion? In my opinion, there is some dubiety and so we

11 u L Al 0l0n s A Y 23220142,

have to re-examine the conditions of those Latin-American universities.
(2)

About the 1530’s, the Dominicans on the Island of Hispaniola made a request to the Pope for
the recognition of establishing a university like that of Alcala, which had been newly established
about 30 years ago. Then, what is the university of Alcala?

Jimenez de Cisneros, the archbishop of Toledo, initiated the university of Alcala in 1508 and
aimed at the encouragement of the study of theology, on the ground that Salamanca had not
offered enough of that study. Moreover, in 1510’s he published in Alcala the six volumes of
“Biblia Poligiota Compultense (The three languages Bible of Alcala)” which brought fame to
Alcala in the Catholic world. These were the reasons why the Dominicans had demanded a similer
university to that of Alcala.

Alcala had been the center for the study of theology in Spain in those days and had never
offered jurisprudence until the 17th century, in contrast with Salamanca. In Alcala theology had
been the central and most improtant chair. Moreover, let us note that Alcala was a so-called
boarding-school and had many boarding-houses where students lived and studied theology. The
“Colegio de San Ildefonso” was the most important one.

(3)

The University of Mexico was established by the order of the Spanish King in 1551, but during
the first 20 years couldn’t succeed in its instruction because of the lack of scholastic ability in
the students. Therefore, the King and the town council of Mexico invited a group of Jesuits,
headed by Pedro Sanchez, with the object of charging them with the training of Mexican youths.

The Jesuits established several boarding-houses in Mexico such as “Colegio de San Pedro y San
Pablo™, “San Ildefonso” and they succeeded in their commission.

According to his biography, Pedro Sanchez had been rector of “Colegio de San Ildefonso” of
Alcala before his appointment to Mexico by the chief of the Jesuit Order. Moreover, the leading

chairs of Mexico were theological.

* Affiliated Researcher, Research Institute for Higher Education / Professor, Kanagawa Junior
College of Hygiene
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In other universities, such as San Marcos in Peru, San Carlos in Guatemala, Santa Rosa in
Caracas, and San Felipe in Chile, the theological chairs had also been the principal ones. Thus,
we can conclude that Alcala had a more potent influence upon the Spanish colonial universities
than Salamanca.

111iS paper deals wi
era, and attempts to make clear their curricula, chairs and their intimate relationships with the
university of Alcala.






