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A Study of the Establishment of the Preparatory
Department of the Keijo Imperial University in Korea
under Japanese rule

Toru UMAKOSHI*

The Keijo Imperial University was established in 1924 by the Government-General in Korea
under Japanese rule as the most advanced academic institution with its preparatory department,
the faculties of law, arts and medicine. The main objective in this article is to make clear the role
and function of the preparatory department of this university, which has offered preparatory
basic education to the students entering the faculties. The following is a summary of the findings
in this study.

First, the Amended Educational Ordinance in Korea of 1922 aimed at closing the gap between
schools in Japan proper and those in Korea. In accordance with this principle the Keijo Imperial
University was modeled on the Imperial University in Japan. The establishment of this university
corresponded in part to the rising demand for education by Koreans after the Independence
Movement of March 1,1919, but on the other hand it strengthened the colonial educational rule
through training the future leaders of Korea in public educational institution. It was also estab-
lished against the rising activities of the People’s University Campaign by the nationalistic Koreans.

Secondly, the form of university preparatory education became a controversial issue in the
process of establishing this university. At that time university and university-preparatory educa-
tion were based upon the Ordinance for University of 1918 in Japan, in which requirements for
admission to the faculty were categorized as two types: the graduates of higher school and the
students who completed the courses in the university preparatory department. In Korea under
Japanese rule, higher schools were not established, but a university preparatory department was
introduced as the institution giving university preparatory education. Concerning the objectives
of the preparatory department, it was prescribed as an equivalent institution to higher school in
Japan proper, aiming at the completion of higher general education. However the preparatory
department of this university was established as a two years’ course, which was shortened in
duration by one year than those in Japan. This reduction in the school year gave rise to difficuties
for both in the completion of higher common education and faculty preparatory basic education.
As the results of these problems, the two years’ university preparatory department was reformed
to three years’ course to be the same as the system in Japan after ten years of its establishment.

Thirdly, . the big problem was that the opportunity for university education among Korean
students was extremely limited. Of all students admitted to the preparatory department in the
first entrance examination, only 27 % were Koreans. Although the examination itself was con-
ducted under the general principle of “no discrimination” against Korean applicants, they could
not overcome the langrage handicap, because the examination was held in Japanese. It resulted in
unequal treatment for non-Japanese speakers.
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